
Council Members Anane, Flynn, Hoey and Romero introduced the following: 

 

Resolution Number 17.22.22R (As Amended 03/07/2022) 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL URGING PASSAGE OF ALL 

EIGHT  BILLS OF THE CRASH VICTIM RIGHTS AND SAFETY ACT IN THE NEW 

YORK STATE LEGISLATURE  

 

WHEREAS, according to the New York State Department of Health, traffic deaths and 

injuries are a major, preventable public health problem. On average, three New Yorkers daily die 

in traffic crashes and hundreds more are seriously injured with debilitating life-long consequences; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, in 2020, 931 people were killed in crashes in New York State impacting 

drivers, passengers, people walking and biking, children, adults and seniors from every community 

across the state; and 

 

 WHEREAS, City of Albany residents and people who use our streets are not immune to 

this epidemic, and we have lost numerous people walking and biking over the years; and 

 

 WHEREAS, some of the people on foot we tragically lost include sixteen year-old Albany 

High School student San-ya Blaylock leaving work on Central Ave in Colonie in 2021; four year-

old pre-k student Ashiqur Rahman on his way to school with his mother, when he was struck by a 

private trash truck turning onto Central Avenue from Quail Street in 2015; seven year-old Qazir 

Sutherland crossing South Pearl Street in 2013 during his familyôs Fatherôs Day cookout; twenty-

eight year-old Kathryn Parker crossing Central Avenue to go to the store in 2013; and in 2012, 

fifty -seven year-old Gerald Bruner, who had just gotten off a CDTA bus and was on his way to 

work when the driver of a pickup truck made a left turn and then hit and killed Mr. Bruner; and  

 

 WHEREAS, some of the people on bicycles we tragically lost include thirty-one year-old 

Guilderland resident Roger Sawyer on Washington Avenue Extension in Albany in 2017 while 

riding his bike to work in Schenectady; forty-five year old Paul Merges, Jr., who was struck by a 

drunk driver on Manning Boulevard in 2012 while riding his bike home after spending time with 

his children; and forty year-old Diva de Loayza, who was riding her bike on Western Avenue in 

2007 and was struck by the driver of a minivan; and 

 

 WHEREAS, crashes are the leading cause of injury-related death, second leading cause of 

injury-related hospitalizations, and third leading cause for injury-related emergency department 

visits in New York State; and 

 

WHEREAS, this crisis costs the New York State economy at least $15 billion annually in 

combined costs from hospitalizations, emergency responses, legal expenses, lost wages, and lost 

economic activity; and 

 

 WHEREAS, speeding and reckless driving increased significantly during the COVID-19 

pandemic and lockdown, adding more danger to increasingly larger and lethal cars; and 



 

 WHEREAS, as our state reels from COVID-19, it is imperative that our economic 

recovery also includes a life-saving comprehensive approach to traffic safety and support for crash 

victims; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Crash Victim Rights & Safety Act (CVRSA) is a package of bills that 

will redesign our streets with safety as a priority to protect all road users, address the speeding 

rampant on our streets, educate drivers on bicycle and pedestrian safety, and provide support to 

those personally impacted; and  

 

 WHEREAS, addressing our transportation crisis with this package of bills will also allow 

New York State to reduce carbon emissions and pollutants. Safer streets are critical for reducing 

carbon emissions from transportation, since increased biking and walking have the potential to 

create major reductions in carbon emissions ð but people wonôt bike and walk more if they donôt 

feel safe on our streets; and  

 

WHEREAS, the CVRSA includes the Statewide Speed Limit Bill (S02021 (May)/ 

A01007 (Paulin)), which authorizes cities, villages and towns outside NYC to reduce the speed 

limit to twenty-five miles per hour and Sammyôs Law (S524 (Hoylman)/ A4655 (Gottfried)), 

which would repeal the current requirement that speed limits in New York City cannot be lower 

than 25 mph (or 15 mph in school zones), to provide the City with another tool to achieve the goals 

of the Vision Zero; and  

 

WHEREAS, these two bills will help address serious death and injuries to pedestrians, 

considering that 30% of pedestrians struck by motor vehicles at an impact speed of 25 mph will 

sustain serious injury and about 12% will die. Each one mile-per-hour increase in speed resulted 

in nearly a three percent increase in the mortality rate. At speeds above 40 mph, death is nearly 

certain; and  

 

WHEREAS, lower speed limits in New York City, authorized by the State Legislature in 

2014, contributed to a 36% decline in pedestrians killed in the City and the lowest traffic fatalities, 

in 2018, in history since record-keeping began in 1910. From 2013ï16 speeding-related fatalities 

decreased 32%; and  

 

WHEREAS, lowering speed limits leads to people driving slower even without additional 

enforcement, including faster drivers, with data from cities including Boston and Portland proving 

it saves lives; and  

 

WHEREAS, a Complete Street is a roadway planned and designed to consider the safe, 

convenient access and mobility of all roadway users of all ages and abilities. Complete Street 

roadway design features include sidewalks, lane striping, bicycle lanes, paved shoulders suitable 

for use by bicyclists, signage, crosswalks, pedestrian control signals, bus pull-outs, curb cuts, 

raised crosswalks, ramps, and traffic calming measures; and 

 

WHEREAS, the CVRSA includes the Complete Streets Funding Bill (S3897 (Kennedy)/ 

A8936 (Fahy)) which increases state funding to municipalities that agree to implement a complete 



street design feature, the Complete Streets Maintenance Bill (S5130 (Kennedy)/ A7782 (Rivera)), 

which reforms our stateôs Complete Streets Law to require, when possible, complete street design 

features in resurfacing, maintenance, and pavement recycling projects and further enables safe 

access to public roads for all users; and the Complete Streets Bill (S8394 (Ryan) /A08624 

(Barrett)) which requires the consideration of complete street design for projects which receive 

federal or state funding; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to a 2015 analysis of bicycle crashes between 2008 and 2012 by 

the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety (IIHS), 9 percent of crashes and 45 percent of bicycle 

fatalities involved a vehicle hitting the bicyclist from behind or the side while traveling in the same 

direction; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CVRSA includes the Safe Passage Bill (S4529 (Harkham)/ AA547 

(Steck)), which establishes that a motorist must pass with no less than three feet of space between 

the bicycle and their vehicle when overtaking a bicyclist on the road; and 

 

 WHEREAS, 35 states and the District of Columbia have passed defined safe passage laws 

with a minimum of three feet. Suffolk County was the first county in New York to implement a 

minimum three-foot rule in 2021, and Monroe County has passed one as well; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CVRSA includes the DMV Pre-Licensing Course bill (S1078A 

(Gounardes)/ A5084 (Gallagher)) which would require instruction in pedestrian and bicyclist 

safety as part of a vehicle driverôs DMV pre-licensing course to educate prospective licensees on 

how to safely interact with pedestrians, how to pass a bicyclist on the road, the use of bicycle lanes, 

and the danger that operating large multi-ton vehicles poses to bicyclists, pedestrians and other 

vulnerable road users; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Pre-Licensing Course bill aims to ñcreate a thoughtful road cultureò and 

encourage mutual respect among all types of road users, starting with robust street safety education 

when a teenager gets their permit; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in New York State about 10,000 people are killed or seriously injured in a 

traffic crash every single year, and more than 100,000 suffer from non-fatal injuries. Crash victims 

and their families have unacceptable difficulty getting police reports, are denied the ability to 

attend and testify at DMV hearings, and struggle to obtain the support they need after a crash; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CVRSA includes the Crash Victim Bill of Rights (S8152 (Hoylman)/ 

A9152 (Glick)) to provide rights for traffic crash victims in related legal proceedings similar to 

the federal Crime Victimsô Rights Act; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Crash Victim Bill of Rights would ensure that crash victims and their 

loved ones would at a minimum be afforded the following rights:  

 

1. Obtain a free, timely copy of the initial police crash report and the more 

comprehensive investigation report when completed. 



2. Be notified of all proceedings related to their crash, be allowed to give a 

personal impact statement in related adjudicatory proceedings, including NYS 

DMV hearings on whether the driverôs license should be suspended or revoked, 

and to attend such hearings. 

3. Not be penalized by an employer when attending the DMV hearing or 

exercising other rights under the law. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the City of Albany Common Council 

hereby believes that passage of the Crash Victims Rights and Safety Act is a critical step in fighting 

the preventable public health problems of traffic crashes in our city and across New York State, 

and urges passage of all eight bills of the Crash Victim Rights and Safety Act; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that a copy of this Resolution be sent to Governor Kathy 

Hochul, State Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, State Assembly Speaker Carl E. 

Heastie, State Senate Transportation Committee Chair, Senator Timothy M. Kennedy, State 

Assembly Transportation Committee Chair, Assemblyman William B. Magnarelli, State Senator 

Neil D. Breslin, Assemblymember Patricia A. Fahy, and Assemblymember John T. McDonald. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


